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By Matthew E. Nawn 
Pictures by Bill Monaghan 

 
As you know, there are 
many historically important 
trolley cars from the 
Philadelphia area in need of 
restoration.  One of these 
valued cars is PTC 
snowsweeper C-145, which 
was built in 1923 and is 
currently stored outside at 
the Baltimore Streetcar 
Museum. During C-145’s 
time outside the exterior 
paint has suffered from 
fading, graffiti, severe 
chipping and flaking. 
Additionally, certain of the 
poplar wood panels have 
rotted from exposure to the 
elements. 
 

In order to restore PTC C-145’s exterior to an 
attractive appearance, I have decided to 
undertake the painting and refinishing of C-145’s 
exterior as my Eagle Scout project.  This project 
will not be possible without your support.  The 
woodworking will be done by a master carpenter 
who has offered to donate his services, while the 
painting will be done by volunteers under my 
direction.  I currently estimate that the project will 
last into July, with six to eight hour work 
sessions, twice a month at the Baltimore 
Streetcar Museum. 
 
The car will be moved inside during the project 
as needed. After completion of the restoration 
work, the car is slated to be stored out of the 
weather to prevent the exterior from once again 
being damaged by the elements.  If you cannot 
attend the actual work sessions, you can still 
assist in the restoration.  The project will require 
funding and supply donations.  Please consider 
this option.  You can also share this article and 

future articles on C-145, with others through 
various forms of communications such as social 
media.  You generosity will guarantee the 
success of this undertaking. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and 
dedication to the preservation and restoration of 
Philadelphia trolleys such as C-145, and for 
supporting my Eagle Scout project.  To sign up 
for further information regarding the C 145 
project, you may contact me directly at my email 
address: PTCC145@GMAIL.COM. 
 
Monetary donations will be handled by FRIENDS 
OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC., POST OFFICE 
BOX 33397 PHILADELPHIA, PA 19142.  Please 
mark on your check that it is for C-145. 

mailto:ptcc145@gmail.com
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NEW YORK MUSEUM OF 
TRANSPORTATION HOSTS 

2019 WINTERFEST 
By Matt Nawn, FPT Founding Member 

Pictures by Matt Nawn and Bill Monaghan 
 
The Directors of the Friends of Philadelphia 
Trolleys were honored to be invited again to the 
annual Winterfest, which typically rotates among 
operating East Coast trolley museums.  Many of 
our longtime members and friends may 
remember that FPT hosted this event in 2017, 
thanks to the excellent cooperation and support 
of SEPTA and the Newtown Square Railroad 
Museum.   
 
The host museum for this year was the New 
York Museum of Transportation (NYMT), which 
is located in Rush, New York a suburb of 
Rochester.  NYMT was established in 1975 to 
preserve rare Rochester-area trolleys that were 
in need of a home.  The collection includes many 
unique vehicles from upstate New York, as well 
as several vehicles of special interest to 
enthusiasts of electric railway vehicles from the 
Philadelphia area.  Well-preserved former PTC 
Sweeper C-130 is very nicely displayed inside 
the museum’s main display building and former 
PTC Sweeper C-125, which was converted into 
a tower car (for overhead wire work) by a 
previous owner, is stored for future use.  
Perhaps of greatest interest to event participants 
were former Philadelphia & Western Strafford 
cars #161 and #168, both of which are 
maintained in operating condition, regularly used 
during the museum’s operating season, which 
are Sunday’s mid-May through the end of 
October, and were available for guest operation 
and frequent riding during the event.  There were 
also several opportunities to ride the trolley to a 
waiting train from the nearby Rochester & 
Genesee Valley Railroad Museum (RGVRRM), 
which has the only surviving Rochester Subway 
Car, RTC #60, in its collection.   FPT Directors 
Harry Donahue, Roger DuPuis, Bill Monaghan, 
and Matt Nawn were among the participants. 
 
The volunteers of NYMT were fabulous hosts, 
delivering a well-organized and operated event 
with the added hospitality of neighboring 
RGVRRM.  NYMT has much to offer potential 
visitors, including interactive, interesting, and 
quality displays as well as a very scenic ride 
through the upstate New York country on vehicle 
that spent much of its existence hauling 
commuters in suburban Philadelphia.  (See 
various pictures from the event on the next 
page.) 

 
The Streamliner is published by the 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, a 
Pennsylvania non-profit corporation. 

 
FPT DIRECTORS: 

Harry Donahue, Roger DuPuis, Dave Horwitz, 
Bill Monaghan and Matt Nawn 

 
FPT LEGAL COUNSEL: 

Dave Nelson, Jonathan Senker 
 

EDITOR: 
Editor Voluntarius 

 
FPT ON THE WEB: 

FPT’s new public website is: 
www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org 

FPT also can also be found on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Philadelphia-

Trolleys-180655945374324 
 

E-MAIL: 
FPT2799@Comcast.net 

 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. Box 33397, 

Philadelphia PA 19142-0397 
 

The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys 
encourage you to visit and support trolley 
museums dedicated to the preservation of 
Philadelphia’s trolley heritage, including the 
following: 

 
Baltimore Streetcar Museum 

www.baltimorestreetcarmuseum.org 
Electric City Trolley Museum Association 

www.ectma.org 
Newtown Square Railroad Museum 

www.newtownsquare-railroadmuseum.org 
New York Museum of Transportation 

www.nymtmuseum.org 
Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 

www.pa-trolley.org 
Rockhill Trolley Museum 
www.rockhilltrolley.org 

Seashore Trolley Museum 
www.trolleymuseum.org 

Shore Line Trolley Museum 
www.shorelinetrolley.org 

Halton County Radial Railway 
www.hcry.org 

 
Have an article, suggestion or compliment 
you’d like to submit for the newsletter?  
Contact us via the e-mail address listed above. 

 
© 2019, Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, Inc. 

 

http://www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org/
http://www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org/
http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Philadelphia-Trolleys-180655945374324
http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Philadelphia-Trolleys-180655945374324
mailto:FPT2799@Comcast.net
http://www.baltimorestreetcarmuseum.org/
http://www.ectma.org/
http://www.newtownsquare-railroadmuseum.org/
http://www.nymtmuseum.org/
http://www.pa-trolley.org/
http://www.rockhilltrolley.org/
http://www.trolleymuseum.org/
http://www.shorelinetrolley.org/
http://www.hcry.org/
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In the picture above, Philadelphia and Western 
(P&W) Strafford Car #168, built in 1927, is 
approaching the end of the line during Winterfest 
at the New York Museum of Transportation on 
February 16, 2019.  The picture below shows the 
P&W Strafford Car #168 meeting up with 
Rochester and Genesee Valley #54, a General 
Electric 80-ton Switcher at Midway Station.  The 
rare picture at the bottom shows P&W #168 at 
the 69th Street Terminal in 1951 in revenue 
service. 

SEPTA OPERATOR 
CELEBRATES  

VALENTINE’S DAY 
Article and Pictures by Bill Monaghan 

 
SEPTA operator Gary Mason celebrates 
Valentine’s Day in a big way.  Operating on 
SEPTA’s #15 trolley line, Gary decorated his 
PCC II trolley #2337, to celebrate the day of 
romance.  The picture below catches the car at 
Girard Avenue and 2nd Street.  The next one 
shows the considerable work done to decorate 
the car’s interior.  The bottom picture captures 
decorator par excellence, Gary Mason, next to 
his trolley at the Delaware and Frankfort Loop.  
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SUPER SATURDAY 
STREETCAR SPECIAL (S4) 

Article and Pictures by Bill Monaghan 
 
The Wilmington Chapter NRHS operated their 
annual Super Saturday Streetcar Special XXVI 
on February 2, 2019.  We used PCC II #3225 
(formerly #2741) on this trip that started at 
Elmwood Depot and covered SEPTA routes #11, 
#13, #15 and #36. 
 
The picture below catches the car in front of 
Elmwood Community Methodist Church, 46th 
Street and Chester Avenue.  SEPTA in-service 
K-car #9002 passes by the scene. 

The next picture catches the car along the Island 
Road private right-of-way and riders waiting to 
get out of the cold.  The recent snow storm 
ensured that the day remained a cold one.  

Finally, the last picture in the next column shows 
the car at the Island Road Loop, next to revenue 
car #9027.  Both cars are signed 101—69th 
STREET TRANS. CENTER.  One problem … 
how would they get there? 

FPT TO PROVIDE FUNDS FOR 
PAINTING PCC #2740 

By Harry Donahue 
 
Funding for the exterior repainting of SEPTA 
PCC #2740, at the National Museum of 
Transportation in Saint Louis, Missouri, will be 
provided by FPT.   We will have a more detailed 
report of this project in the next issue of The 
Streamliner. 
 
In addition, we are also donating a PAY 
ENTER/PAY LEAVE sign to # 2740.  These 
signs were used during the Philadelphia 
Transportation Company era and were placed in 
the front of all cars. 
 
If anyone has an original St. Louis Car Co, 
Builder brass plate that they would like to donate 
(or know where to find one) to #2749, would you 
kindly let us know?  It would really make a 
“finishing touch” to the project! 
 
The picture below shows Matt Nawn hold the 
sign that will be donated to the museum. 
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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL 
TWENTY DOLLAR DAY AT 

B.S.M. 
By Roger DuPuis 

Pictures by Bill Monaghan 
 
There was another successful Twenty Dollar 
Day, sponsored by the Friends of Philadelphia 
Trolleys, held at the Baltimore Streetcar 
Museum, on Saturday, November 3, 2018.  [This 
date also happened to be the fifty-fifth 
anniversary of the end of streetcar operations in 
Baltimore City.] 
 
Over forty people attended the event to ride, 
photograph and operate trolleys, that started at 
10:00 A.M.  After a pizza lunch, operations 
almost continued until almost 5:00 P.M. 
 
A little over $1,300.00 was raised, which will go 
towards PCC #2168’s upcoming body repair 
which will begin this Spring.  Thanks to all who 
supported #2068’s Twenty Dollar Day! 
 
One of the pictures below show cars #264, 
#6119, #2168 and #7407 at the BSM’s 28th 
Street Loop.  The other one shows only cars 
#6119, #2168 and #7407 at the same loop. 

SOMETHING DIFFERENT 
 
Harry Donahue and Matt Nawn provided some 
interesting pictures for this issue of The 
Streamliner.  The first two pictures were taken 
and enhanced by local Philadelphia 
photographer, Mike Pearson, who gave his 
permission to use them.  The K-car picture, titled 
Divine Light was taken eastbound on Elmwood 
Avenue.  The Frankfort-Market picture, titled 
Sunset, was taken near 46th and Market Streets. 
 
The third picture, on the next page, is 
Philadelphia Transportation Company’s #8042 at 
20th and Johnston Streets, near the Southern 
Depot.  The “GETTYSBURG” destination sign 
most likely indicates a fan trip, quite possibly 
during the last days of service.  The rear fender 
of the automobile alongside the trolley is likely 
one from either a 1952 or 1953 Chrysler.  The 
front of the automobile behind the Chrysler is a 
1953 Chevrolet. 
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ONE NEVER KNOWS … 
 
As most members of Friends of Philadelphia 
Trolleys know, founding member Bill Monaghan 
has been a trolley operator for the SEPTA for 
over thirty years now.  Bill is currently operating 
route #34 Subway-Surface line, from City Hall to 
the 61st and Baltimore Avenue Loop.  What 
makes Bill’s job so interesting is that he never 
knows who he will pick up along the way.  Jack 
Gordon, who is from England and a friend of 
Roger DuPuis, took this picture of Bill (middle) 
with Roger on the left and Harry Donahue on the 
right.” 

Speaking of pictures, here’s a couple of them, by 
Bill Monaghan in column two, showing the work 
being done by Matt E. Nawn, project manager, 
and company on the former PTC snowsweeper 
#C-145.  The work crew that day also included 
Jerry Sateriale, George Rich, John LaCosta, 
Logan Tracey, Matt W. Nawn, Andrew Nawn, Ed 
Amrhein and Bill Monaghan. 

MARCH 15th C.S.X. 
DERAILMENT DISRUPTS 

B.S.M. OPERATIONS 
 

The March 15, 2019 
C.S.X. derailment, 
occurring at 3:27 
P.M. Baltimore time, 
has caused serious 
damage to the 
Baltimore Streetcar 
Museum’s overhead 
trolley wire and its 
substation.  The 
substation is located 
next to the C.S.X. 
Belt Line bridge that 
passes over the 

Museum’s property and right-of-way.  Several 
rail cars derailed over the bridge, one landing on 
the substation and trolley wire.  The museum will 
remain open, but with no trolley rides, resulting in 
a severe loss of its operating revenue.  If you 
would like to help the Museum out, please 
consider sending a tax-deductible donation to 
the BALTIMORE STREETCAR MUSEUM, POST OFFICE 
BOX 4881, BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21211.  Your 
generosity will certainly be appreciated! 



 

Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys 
 Proudly Sponsors Its Spring 2019

 “TWENTY DOLLAR DAY” EVENT! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When:   Saturday, May 11, 2019 
Time:  10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 
Where:  National Capital Trolley Museum 

1313 Bonifant Road 
Colesville MD 20905–5955 

 
We invite you to support the Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys and the National Capital Trolley Museum, while 
having an enjoyable time at our upcoming event. Your $20.00 contribution earns you the opportunity to ride, 
photograph and operate (under instruction) various trolley cars from 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. 
 
A hosted tour of the NCTM Maintenance Car House (not typically open to visitors) will be offered as well, along 
with a special presentation by the Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys on projects past and present in the NCTM 
auditorium. 
 
All proceeds from this event will go towards the future restoration of Philadelphia & West Chester Traction 
Company/Red Arrow Lines/SEPTA Car #85.  Since 2005, The Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys has made 
contributions of $185,000.00 towards restoration projects in seven different museums.  Your participation in 
Twenty Dollar Day will help us continue to grow our support of Philadelphia’s trolley heritage! 

 
Need More Information? Email: FPT2799@COMCAST.NET or MWNTROLLEY@AOL.COM  

Web: WWW.FRIENDSOFPHILADELPHIATROLLEYS.ORG 
 
 
 

mailto:FPT2799@comcast.net
mailto:mwntrolley@aol.com
www.friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org


 
� Please cut along the line below and return the bottom portion with your donation. � 

 
Yes!  I would like to help with car #8042’s restoration campaign. 
 
Name:                  
Address:                 
City:          State:     ZIP:     
E-mail:         Phone:         
Donation Amount: $     
 
DOUBLE MATCH!  Once again, your donation is expected to be matched by Washington County (PA) 
Community Foundation.  As the final grant will be awarded at the end of summer, please send in your contribution 
by August 15, 2019.  Please make your check payable to FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC.  Please be sure 
to mark on your check that your donation is for car #8042.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Mail to:  FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC. 
  P.O. BOX 33397 
  PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19142-0397 



 

 Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys
 PCC II Trolley Excursion

SUNDAY, MAY 19, 2019 

This charter is in conjunction with the EAST PENN TRACTION MEET in Allentown, Pennsylvania on 
May 17 through May 19, 2019. 
 
TIME AND PLACE: 11: 00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M., departing from SEPTA’s Elmwood Depot 
EQUIPMENT:  PCC II 
ROUTING:  SEPTA Routes #11, #13, #34 and #36 
FARE:   $45.00 per person 
EXTRAS:  Snacks and drinks will be available for purchase on the car. 
 
To reserve a seat, please mail check for $45.00, made out to FPT, INC., to Harry Donahue, 103 
Mulberry Court, Morgantown PA 19543.  Need more information?  Contact Harry Donahue at 
HAD2709@AOL.COM OR Bill Monaghan at TROLLEYDRIVER@COMCAST.NET. 
 

Ð Please cut on the line below and send this form with your payment. Ð 
 
Name:                
Address:                
City:          State:     ZIP:     
Number of  Tickets:     Total Amount Enclosed: $      
Email:        Phone:       

mailto:had2709@aol.com
mailto:trolleydriver@comcast.net


FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, INC. 
P.O. BOX 33397 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19142-0397 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FORM  

 
HELP PRESERVE PHILADELPHIA’S TROLLEY HERITAGE 

 
Check one:  R New Member (Welcome!)  R  Renewal (Thanks for Renewing!) 

Name:          Member #:        

Address:                 

City:          State:      Zip:      

Email:         † 

Telephone:          
 
I hereby apply for the class of Annual Membership in the FRIENDS OF PHILADELPHIA TROLLEYS, 
INC. as indicated below and enclose the appropriate dues: 
 
Please check one: 

R  Regular $35.00 
R  Student (under 18) $15.00 
R  Retired (over 60) $25.00 
R  Life member $500.00 
R  Additional Donation $  
Total Enclosed: $  

 
Please make check payable to Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys, Inc. 
 
This form and your dues should be sent to P.O. Box 33397, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19142. 
 
Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys Inc. (FPT) is a non-profit corporation, as defined by Section 501 
(3)(c) of the Internal Revenue Service Code.  Since June 2005, the Friends of Philadelphia Trolleys 
has donated over $155,000.00 towards the preservation of Philadelphia Trolleys in five museums. 
 
The membership year runs from July 1 to the following June 30.  The Friends of Philadelphia 
Trolleys thanks you for your support! 
 
†Your e-mail address is needed for you to receive The Streamliner, the FPT’s newsletter.  FPT does not 
sell or share e-mail addresses. 


