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Cover photograph
SW6 891 with its Christmas decoration, near the 
Pia’s Place tram stop.  

The Red Flowering Gum (Corymbia ficifolia) is in 
full bloom on 23 December 2019.

Photograph: Michael Stukely

A further example of the diversity of wildlife in 
Whiteman Park — SW6 891 pauses at the 
culvert for inspection of this fine specimen.
23 December 2019

Photograph: Michael Stukely
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Recognition of contribution 
Recently the spare parts shed was officially named the “Reg (Ric) Francis Spare 
Parts Shed”. 

As a Founder Member of the Society, the part Ric played in starting us off has 
already been recognised with Life Membership.

Ric’s practical experience in the Perth tramways has been put to good use over the 
years in organising and looking after the many tramway spares we have gathered, 
and the naming of this shed recognises his contribution to this aspect of our work.

Thanks, Ric.

Ric Francis inspecting the new sign on “his” shed, on 4 December 2019.
Photograph: Lindsay Richardson

From the President
This year has started well. The school holiday 
period was busy as usual, with not as many 
days as expected lost in January to fire 
danger. Thanks to the traffic crew for coping 
with the roster, and to the workshop team for 
keeping the trams going.

There is great progress with the Don and 
Laurie Tyler Carbarn, and the installation of 

the new solar power system — my thanks to 
Gordon and Ray Blackmore for assisting with 
the coordination of these important projects.

A Big Congratulations to Ric Francis on the 
spare parts building being named after him — 
well done, Ric.

Allan Kelly
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Have you noticed on our newest Melbourne 
tram to enter service, SW6 891, that it is a 
little harder to see the motorman than 
normal?

That is because the windows each side of the 
cab door have been painted out. But we 
didn't do that, it arrived from Melbourne like 
this!

Originally all our Melbourne trams would have 
had this, where the glass has been painted 
over except for a small spy hole on the left. 
This is to reduce the amount of light entering 
the cab at night, allowing the motorman a 
better chance to see more outside at night.

The spy hole is provided for him to look back 
inside the car if need be.

The paint was also to provide a reflective 
surface at the back of the tram when the 
only rear light was from the destination box 
cover being left open — no tail lights at all 
until the 1970s! The painting over of the glass 
was a wartime effort for blackout — but it 
stayed on long after.

Photographs: Shane Parsons

The motorman’s view — SW6 891
Shane Parsons, and Mal Rowe
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Mystery photograph from December 2019

Trolley buses travelling west along Wellington St 
passed under the West Perth subway and along 
Sutherland St to reach Cambridge St, where they 
travelled west.

At Gregory St the buses could keep heading west 
along Cambridge St, or turn north along Gregory St 
and then head west along Grantham St. 

A third alternative was a short-working — looping 
around Gregory, Barrett and Station Streets, buses 
could return directly to Perth.

The bus shown in the mystery photograph is 
turning from Cambridge St into Gregory St. 

Just out of the picture on the right, attached to a 
traction pole, a handle was provided for the 
conductor to pull down and set the overhead frog 
to allow the trolley poles to track to the right. 
The conductor in this case will have just rejoined 
the bus as it has passed through the frog. 
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A b o v e : T h e r e p a i r e d a n d 
r e a t t a c h e d f r o n t a p r o n o f 
Fremantle 29. 7 August 2019.                                                   
Left: The weed poison trolley 
coupled to W2 329 ready for action 
on 2 October 2019.
Photographs: Lindsay Richardson

Around the museum
Traffic operations and service cars
Patronage levels on the trams during the summer 
school holiday period in December-January were 
very good, with services running as usual on seven 
days per week, and with exceptional numbers of 
passengers riding in January.  February, as usual, was 
a quieter month.  
After the record-breaking hot weather experienced 
in Perth in the early part of December when six 
running days were lost due to high fire danger 
ratings, fewer days than expected were lost in the 
following summer months. 
The Park’s new fully-accessible children’s playground 
at Mussel Pool East, named Pia’s Place, which was 

opened on 14 December 2019, has proved to be very 
popular, and has led to a sustained increase in tram 
passenger numbers either boarding there, or 
travelling there from the Village.  The nearby car-
park has been extended.
Melbourne SW6 891 was regularly in service through 
December and January, with Perth E 66 running 
occasionally.  891 continued running into early 
February, with W7 1017 then the main service car for 
most of the month.  
The Midweek team has continued their excellent 
work maintaining and repairing the service trams, 
with our overhauls of Melbourne No. 15 trucks 
continuing with excellent results.
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Right: Mike Fielder and Maree 
Cowley looking at some of the 
30 new native shrubs they 
have planted at our Carbarn 
site. 23 October 2019.
Photograph: 
Lindsay Richardson

Above: W5 766 being moved 
out of the Carbarn on 1 Road, 
on 14 August 2019. Its trucks 
were then changed over with 
those of W6 998, which is 
b e i n g p r o g r e s s i v e l y 
commissioned for service.
Photograph: 
Lindsay Richardson
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Graeme, Ray and Colin in 
contemplation of the metal 
s h e a r i n g m a c h i n e 
relocation,
11 December 2019 
Photograph: 
Lindsay Richardson

L e n P e a r c e i n d e e p 
concent ra t ion on a work 
problem. 
11 December 2019 
Photograph: 
Lindsay Richardson

Ian Kelly shunting a recently 
refurbished Melbourne No. 15 
truck,  18 December 2019.
Photograph: 
Lindsay Richardson
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Don and Laurie Tyler Carbarn progress
A series of photographs, on this and the following page, show the steps followed in the installation of 
the concrete base for the rails, and the stage which had been reached by 20 February. The northern 
road was the first of the three to be undertaken.                                         Photographs: Shane Parsons
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Post-war trolley bus planning in Perth

1. Tram replacements with route extensions
Fifty Sunbeam trolley buses had been ordered by 
the WAGT in 1946, to develop the services started 
with the earlier 40 from Leyland.

When this order was completed, in the early 
1950s, the Tramways Department had 100 vehicles 
in addition to its trams, mostly the trolley buses. 

An early plan had been to replace the Victoria 
Park and South Perth trams with trolley buses, 

   Post-war passenger transport planning in Perth was 
in a state of constant development, with many 
plans being made only to be quickly superseded. 
Lots of thought was given to how best to use trolley 
buses, but very few of the ideas considered were 
ultimately adopted.

which would have used a good proportion of the 
fleet. Government policy against the use of 
electric vehicles over the new Causeway caused 
this plan to be abandoned.
In looking elsewhere for routes for its fleet, the 
Department ran up against the Transport Board, 
which allocated routes across the Metropolitan 
area among the Tramways and various private bus 
companies.
A 1950s Tramways Department report, below, notes 
that trolley buses were cut out from some 
potentially profitable routes. 
Ultimately the fleet was never able to be fully 
deployed.
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Stirling Highway and Broadway, Nedlands [Above]

The already existing Claremont-Swanbourne 
trolley bus route along Stirling Highway is shown 
in green. A small single-block loop, providing the 
“Broadway” destination/short-working, was built.

The blue line represents a trolley bus conversion 
of the Subiaco and Nedlands tram, which would 
also have included a large deviation along Monash 
Avenue and Williams Road. 

Several connecting curves would have allowed for 
flexible routing and operations in the area. 

Two examples of aborted trolley bus schemes

Guildford Road, Maylands /Bayswater [Below]

This 1946 plan indicates a proposed conversion of 
the Maylands tram to trolley bus operation, and 
its extension along Guildford Road, from the tram 
terminus at Ferguson Street, Maylands to Slade 
Street, Bayswater — not far short of where the 
WAGR Belmont spur line crossed Guildford Road. 
At just over 2 kilometres, this would have been a 
major extension.
A reversing movement, into Slade St, would have 
been part of the turning procedure.
Access to the city was planned to be via 
Newcastle and William Streets.
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 Museum Work Days 2020
Saturday Track Days  0800 - 1500

March 7
March 21  ***
April 4 
May 9
June 13  
July 11
August 8
September 5
September 19  ***
October 10
November 7
November 28  ***

*** Tentative additional days, weather and volunteers dependent.

Wednesday Work Days  0700 - 1530

                                                                                 

January 15  
December 16

Starting
Finishing

January 16 
December 17

Starting
Finishing

Thursday Work Days  0700 - 1100/1200

On a work day where the temperature is forecast to be

•  36C - 38C — members may attend during the morning and leave at the lunch break; 

•  39C and above — the workday will be abandoned. 

Hot weather

Under the Rail Safety National Law the Society must ensure the provision of safe 
and secure tram track, overhead wire system, rolling stock, and many other aspects 
of operating an electric tramway. 

For this to be achieved, all WA members need to give some time on at least two of 
the work days for these requirements to be met, otherwise failure to meet the 
safety regime would likely mean a suspension of our on-track operations by the Rail 
Safety Regulator as well as not meeting Site Lease arrangements with Whiteman 
Park. 

So it is up to you, the members!!

Obligation
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PETS Office Bearers and Portfolio Holders 2019—2020
Elected Officers and Council Members
President          Allan Kelly            0432 175 093
Vice-President          Michael Stukely    08 9443 1945
Secretary          Robert Pearce      0439 951 007
Treasurer Tony Kelly           0448 821 200
Membership Secretary   Beth Kelly           0428 782 955

Councillor     Shane Parsons           0448 061 225
Councillor     Gordon Blackmore    0439 241 993
Councillor     David Brown             08 9471 7235
Councillor     Ray Blackmore         0408 943 723

Honorary Positions

Operations Group (OGC) Allan Kelly (Chair), Noel Blackmore, Colin Spooner, Pat Ward, Maree Cowley,  Kim 
Freind, Ian Sidebottom, Nick Tsiaglis

Sub-Committees

Supervisors & Officers (Operational)

Council-Appointed Officers (Non Operational)
Carbarn

Trolley Wire Correspondent
COTMA Delegate
TCC (WP) Representative

David Brown [Ed.], Robert 
Pearce, Shane Parsons
Michael Stukely
Robert Pearce
Beth Kelly (Allan Kelly, 
Deputy)

Archives
Archives Assistant
Displays, Webmaster
Promotion, Events,Sales
Social

Michael Stukely
David Brown
David Brown
Tony Kelly
Beth Kelly

Patrons     Mr Stuart Hicks AO     Mr John McGrath MLA Honorary Auditor   Mr Alan Holt

Mechanical Supervisor
Engineering Supervisor

Ian Kelly
Len Pearce

Electrical & Mechanical 
Engineering Adviser

Noel Blackmore

Clerk of Works Kim Freind, John Bain, Terry 
Young

Electrical Supervisor Colin Spooner

Museum Site  & Workday 
Roster

OGCTrack Supervisor Nick Tsiaglis (Terry Young, 
Deputy)

Traffic Crew Records Gordon Blackmore

First Aid Maree CowleySafety Officer Ian Sidebottom

Motor Vehicles & Plant 
Adviser

Pat WardMotor Vehicles & Plant Nick Tsiaglis, John Bain

Motorman Trainer/Examiner David Brown, Robert Pearce,
Garry Barker, Ronald Applin,
Tony Kelly, Hayden Holmes, 
Shane Parsons, Allan Kelly

Conductor Trainer/
Examiner

Garry Barker, Tony Kelly
David Brown, Allan Kelly,  
Shane Parsons

Overhead Team BlackmoreTrack Adviser Trevor Dennhardt

Rail Safety Auditor Robert Pearce (Shane 
Parsons, Deputy)

Rail Safety Manager Michael Stukely (SMC 
members, Deputies)

Traffic Rosters Allan KellyTraffic Manager Tony Kelly (Allan Kelly, 
Deputy)

Fire Protection, Buildings Terry YoungTram Body Maintenance Ian Sidebottom

Patterns & Spare Parts 
Inventory OIC

Ric FrancisSpecial Projects Lindsay Richardson

Safety Management (SMC) Michael Stukely (Chair), Shane Parsons, David Brown, Robert Pearce, Tony Kelly,
Allan Kelly, Ian Sidebottom

Restoration Planning (RPC) David Brown (Chair), Robert Pearce, Tony Kelly, Michael Stukely, 
Lindsay Richardson, Brian Hossack, Frank Edwards

Planning & Development (PDC) [Not appointed]

Restoration Group (RGC) Brian Hossack (Chair), Frank Edwards, Graham Bedells, Bill Allnutt,
Lindsay Richardson, David Brown

Beth Kelly (Chair), Tony KellySocial (SC)

Tony Kelly (Chair), Beth KellyPromotion & Events (PEC)

Stores, Paints & Flammables RGCWeekend Workday Roster Nick Tsiaglis, Michael Stukely


