
Jack and Clare May 
Trip Report 

JAPAN 
March 24 to April 11, 2010  

 
Part 9 - Thursday, April 1 – Meiji Mura 

 
Our plan for today was an excursion to Meiji Mura, an open-air museum that features Japanese architecture from the Meiji 
period, 1868-1912.  While we find attractive buildings interesting, the real purpose of our visit was to ride and photograph the 
museum’s two transportation operations, its streetcar line and steam railroad, whose equipment dates from the designated 
period.  We caught the 7:50 Kodama from Shin-Osaka and rode in an unreserved coach to Nagoya.  The 700-series train 
was not very crowded, and reached our destination on time at 8:56.  Nozomi and Hikari trains passed our all-stops local to 
Tokyo at several stations.  It was raining on and off, but at least the weather had finally begun to warm up.  After a short walk 
to change stations we rode the Meitetsu interurban (also known as the Nagoya Railroad) to Inuyama from its beautiful multi-
track underground terminal in its home city.  Its parent is a conglomerate, which also owns and operates the museum.  The 
interurban company has quite a few lines, including an express operation to Central Japan Airport, as well as to the nearby 
cities of Toyohashi and Gifu.  After a 36-minute trip aboard an MU train we transferred to a bus for the 20-minute ride to the 
park’s gate, where we bought entry tickets and received maps.  The usual PAYL zone-fare system was employed on the 
suburban bus, which was well patronized.  The whole journey took us a little under 2 ½ hours, and we had to pay full fare on 
the interurban and the bus. 
 
There are scores of buildings on the grounds of Meiji Mura, some quite notable, but we headed directly to the streetcar line.  
Its roster consists of two deck-roof single-truck cars, built in 1912 for Kyoto.  No. 2 was operating every 20 minutes while No. 
1 was on display, missing its trucks, which we suspected were undergoing repair.  Interestingly, it is said that these maroon 
and cream cars are replicas--because when they were built by the Japanese in 1912 they were copies of an 1895 Brill 
design!  In any case the cars continued to carry passengers in Kyoto until 1961.*  The ride is quite enjoyable on single track 
through an attractive wooded setting overlooking Lake Iruka.  As for photography, the line is visible mostly at its few grade 
crossings, where it intersects pedestrian pathways.  Unfortunately I fell when my left shoe got caught between the streetcar’s 
T-rail and the roadway at one of these crossings.  I eventually had to remove my shoe to get my twisted foot out, and spent 
the rest of the day limping a bit and nursing some scrapes. 
 
As we reached the steam train platform the skies opened up.  We were barely able to stay sheltered until our train arrived 
and ended up braving the elements to photograph the locomotive being reversed on a turntable at the end of track.  The 3-
foot 6-inch gauge line has two 0-6-0 steam engines, No. 12, imported from in Britain in 1874, and No. 9, a Baldwin product 

 
*  It is possible that these two cars are identical to the one that currently is not operating at the Umekoji steam museum in Kyoto. 



 2 

dating from 1912.  They pull a train made up of three open-platform cars that may be replicas, but could easily be extremely 
well-restored original equipment.  The museum also operates a bus service traversing the grounds using one or two historic 
motor coaches.  After our train ride we rode one of these vintage vehicles back to the gate, arriving at the same time as the 
scheduled departure (12:55) of the bus back to Inuyama.  But the driver saw our bus coming and waited while Phil and I 
scrambled through the exit gate. 
 
We were quite lucky to accomplish this, as a week before Christmas 2010 the museum suspended operations of both the 
streetcars and the steam trains, indicating they required extensive maintenance.  We hope they will eventually be returned to 
service. 
 
The first train back to Nagoya was a “super express,” and even though we didn’t have first class extra fare tickets, we rode in 
the observation section, which was similar to a dome car whose forward section is located directly above the operator’s cab.  
When the conductor came through he collected supplemental fares from us, which appeared to be a routine procedure.  The 
view was great and if the weather had been better, it would have been a superb location to photograph passing trains and 
the car yards. 
 
It was just after 14:00 and we had to decide what to do next.  We could have continued on the Meitetsu to Toyohashi, as 
there is a small tramway in that city (which I covered in 2008), or go back to Osaka and ride the Hankai streetcar system in 
its southern suburbs.  We chose to do the latter and rode back to Shin-Osaka on the 15:11 Hikari train in a non-reserved 
coach, arriving at 16:03.  Being an express it took only 52 minutes, 14 less than the all stops Kodama local we had ridden 
earlier in the day.  We then transferred to an MU for one stop to JR’s main Osaka station and then scrambled aboard a JR 
Osaka Circle Line train, counterclockwise to Tennoji station, which was almost exactly halfway around the loop.  Tennoji is 
another fantastic hub of rapid transit and commuter train activity, with JR (occupying 12 tracks), 2 underground subway lines, 
the Kintetsu interurban and best of all, the Hankai streetcar system (one of its two inner terminals).  We could have 
accomplished this a little bit faster had we taken subway line 1, but then we couldn’t have used our Rail Passes.  As a result 
it was almost 16:30 when we reached the terminal.  Because I had covered the system in 2008 and dusk was beginning to 
fall, after a photo of the single-track on-street terminal from an overpass, I chose to ride the line to the junction of the four 
branches (two to the inner terminals, one a short spur for shuttle cars from Tennoji, and the mainline southward).  Phil 
wanted to continue videoing at the terminal so we split up.  By the time I got to the junction it was too dark for photos so I 
continued to the end of the line and then returned.  Here is the description of the Hankai operation from my 2006 trip report: 
 
Tennoji is one of the two inner terminals of the privately-owned Hankai Electric Tramway, which runs a 12-mile long streetcar 
system to the city’s southern suburbs.  (Osaka’s once extensive municipally-operated streetcar network was replaced by 
buses and subways, with the last line closing in 1969.)  Tennoji is a major shopping and transportation hub, which also is 
served by several subway lines, a large JR suburban interchange and a station of the Kintetsu interurban.   
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The Hankai’s terminal, which is protected from the elements and located in the center of a street, is connected to the 
complex (which includes a Kintetsu department store) by an overpass.  It contains an office at which I procured a day pass 
that allowed me to hop on and off for photos wherever I wanted.  The system has two inner terminals, with the other one at 
Ebusicho, also connecting with the subway system.  The two lines run southward from their respective terminals and then 
cross at grade in a street.  The line from Tennoji comes in from the right (northeast) and then continues for just one more 
station, but there is also a connecting curve leading to the other line.  So think of the system as a narrow elongated “X” with 
the lower left portion amputated and the diagonal from left to right really vertical (or imagine a vertical line with a slash 
through it).  The entire system is double track with two long portions of street running.  There is a certain amount of back 
alley prw as well as some center reservation, and the line has its own long bridge crossing the Yamatogawa River.  In a 
sense the operation reminded me of Red Arrow’s route network before the overhead system was “modernized.”  Ironically, 
Japanese-built cars now operate over the lines to Media and Sharon Hill.  Had some of the old rolling stock been retained, 
the resemblance to Osaka’s system would be phenomenal, as the Hankai operates a mixture of old and new equipment 
under 600-volt DC overhead.  The system uses double-ended Peter Witt-style cars with PAYL fare collection (center 
entrance and front exit).    
 
North American traction fans should be somewhat familiar with Osaka’s streetcars.  There are three ex-Hankai cars on our 
continent, with two seeing a great deal of service.  The Old Pueblo Trolley in Tucson operates former Hankai car 255, which 
originally came from Kyoto.  In addition, the Edmonton Radial Railway Society operates its sister, No. 247, on the high-level 
bridge over the Saskatchewan River (Phil Craig and I drove it across at the 2006 E. R. A. Convention).  The 1921-built car is 
resplendent in the company’s traditional color scheme of bright green with a white band.  Lastly, 1927-built car 151 is on the 
Market Street Railway’s roster in San Francisco, but the Kawasaki unit needs refurbishing before it can begin running along 
the Embarcadero.  [Another Japanese car, No. 578 from Hiroshima and Kobe, occasionally operates on the F line.] 
 
I enjoyed the time I spent on the Hankai very much, covering each of its three services, which were operating on 12-minute 
headways.  Thus cars were a very frequent sight on the overlapping sections of route.  I especially liked riding No. 162, 164 
and 168, which were built in 1927.  They really grind while accelerating and their operators would bring them up to full speed 
between stops.  The latter two are painted like car 247 in Edmonton, but 162 has brown trim, which may illustrate an older 
livery.  The 500-series units, built in the late 1950s, and the newer 600s and 700s, are much more brightly colored, but most 
are defaced with advertising. 
 
Phil must have been right behind me, but he stopped at a few places for videos and returned from the end of the line via a 
JR branch.  We met back at the hotel and later had dinner in a Sushi restaurant.  Despite the poor weather it was a good day 
and we got a great deal accomplished. 
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Photos – A visit to the open air Meiji Mura museum near Nagoya. But first some photos from the Kyoto Railroad 
Museum.  

• 31, 30 and 29: I have no captions for these photos, as I saw no descriptions of the steam engines in English (and very 
few in Japanese). But there are about 20 of these locomotives on the property, with one in steam for short rides.  

The steam and streetcar operations at Meiji Mura were closed at the end of 2010 by the owners, the Nagoya Railway 
(Meitetsu), because of financial problems. [These same problems may have resulted in the abandonment of the Gifu 
tramway in 2005.]  

• 32: A lovely compass/trailblazer for those visitors needing directions to exhibits at the open air museum.  
• 02, 34 and 33: Three views of car No. 2, one of two Brill-type deck-roof single-truckers, built in 1912 for Kyoto. The 

car was operating every 20 minutes.  
• 01: One of the two vintage buses used to ferry visitors between the various architectural exhibits in the park.  
• 07: No. 9, one of two steam locomotives on the museum’s 2-station 3-foot 6-inch gauge railway. The 1912-built 0-6-0 

is pulling a few beautifully maintained open-platform cars.  
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