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Part 4 - Saturday, March 27 - Tokyo
We awoke early and met the Craigs at 7:15 for another excellent buffet breakfast. Phil and Sue had a certain amount of
housekeeping to accomplish, having omitted to convert their vouchers to Japan Rail Passes on the previous day, and we
also wanted to show the ladies how to ride the Shinkansen to Shin-Osaka without us, as in a few days hence we would
separate, with Phil and I going to railfan in the Toyama-Fukui area while Clare and Sue would sightsee in Tokyo and Kyoto
or Osaka. We used an underground passageway to walk to the Shimbashi station but did not find a JR Exchange office
there. However we did discover there was one at the next major station, Shinagawa. Many JR trains connect the two
stations and we rode the next one from the Yamanote platform, where service is very frequent. Phil and Sue duly
exchanged their vouchers and we all made JR Shinkansen reservations for Monday and Tuesday. We had already shown
the ladies how to take a train from Shimbashi to Shinagawa and now we traced the steps from the platforms that serve
conventional trains to those used by the Shinkansen. Not very complicated, with a choice of elevators and escalators to
make the transfer easy. We had decided that if they left the hotel at 7:45 they would easily make the 8:40 Hikari (but we
knew they would leave earlier).
I had never seen the Royal Palace or its grounds, so Clare had earlier suggested we tour that area in the morning. Phil and I
bought day passes that were good on both subway systems, the streetcars and the JR lines within Tokyo (for a little over
$16.00) while Clare and Susan would purchase one-way tickets on JR and the subway as they needed them, which would
be cheaper for their planned itinerary. We returned on a JR train to Yurakucho, one station beyond Shimbashi, and then
walked over to the park. They were not collecting entry fees because this was a Saturday, and fortunately the grounds were
not yet crowded. As Clare had mentioned, we would not be able to steal much more than a glimpse of the Palace, as it is
not open to the general public except for two days a year. But the gardens were lovely and the cherry blossoms had begun
to come out. At Phil’s suggestion we also visited some lovely nearby fountains.
In the early afternoon we split up, with the ladies deciding to visit the Asakusa district of Tokyo, which is loaded with
interesting and attractive temples, and then the Shinjuku Gardens, which is noted for its display of cherry blossoms. They
would use the subway to cross the city between the two sights. We, however, had other plans, which involved riding and
recording (me on slides and Phil on video film) the Arakawa line, the city’s last streetcar operation. We all walked to the
Takebashi station of the Eidan Tozan subway and then went in opposite directions. The ladies rode to Nihombashi station,
where they transferred to the Toei Asakusa line for Asakusa. We rode to Iidabashi and transferred to the Toden Namboku
line, which we took to Oji.
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Tokyo’s Arakawa Line is the sole survivor of a once extensive streetcar system. Its gauge is 1,372 mm (4’ 6”), which was
once common in many Japanese cities. A combination of two earlier routes, the 7½-mile line has been running over the
same route since 1974. It probably survived because of its extensive amount of private right-of-way, which the residents of
the area wanted to preserve for transit use. It is owned by Toei, but does not exchange transfers with the subway, or for that
matter, any other transit line. It does not operate anywhere near the city center, but intersects a number of subway,
interurban and JR lines.
Both Phil and I had ridden it before, but we couldn’t think of anything better to do on a sunny day in Tokyo (we didn’t try very
hard). When I rode the line in 2005 it still had two stretches of street running, but one was already undergoing the process of
conversion to paved center reservation, somewhat like the N-Judah line in San Francisco. But the other section still runs in
the midst of a huge amount of automobile and truck traffic. Fortunately there are no stations on this stretch, as stopping on
the street would really aggravate the congestion. However stops are located at either end almost immediately after the line
turns off onto prw. One is quite close to a footbridge above the street portion, allowing patient photographers to get photos
of the railcars without too much interference from traffic.
Most of the rolling stock is traditional, with only the newest series, the 8800s, showing any signs of modern styling. Low-floor
cars don’t seem to be in the line’s future, as it was converted to high-level platform operation after the bulk of Tokyo’s
streetcar system was abandoned. There are a few older 8500s, which also look streamlined, but most of rolling stock
consists of 7500s and 7000s, built in 1962 and 1977, respectively. The double ended cars have a Peter Witt-type door
arrangement, with entry from the center door and Pay-As-You-Leave (PAYL) fare collection under the eye of the operator. In
addition to these units, there are now some 9000-series cars, which may be rebodied versions of older rolling stock, but are
designed to look like museum pieces rather than modern cars. Two were out on the line, flaunting their ersatz deck roofs
and oval-shaped windows in an attempt, I suspect, to provide some nostalgia. I made a major effort to chase both these and
the 8800 series cars (which were also new to me), and obtained some good photos.
We chose to ride the line eastward, and soon came upon the carhouse. There seemed to be an open house in progress
with lots of visitors, perhaps a regularly scheduled event. The main exhibit was car 5501, Tokyo’s only PCC. What
serendipity! We photographed and inspected the car, noting that its interior was decorated with historic scenes of streetcar
operation in the city. Apparently the car was retired when Tokyo abandoned most of its streetcars in the late 1960s and
early 1970s, and it was nice to find out than it had foot controls (what serious PCC would not?). According to Fred
Schneider’s book, Sumitomo signed a licensing agreement with the Transit Research Corp. in 1952 and PCC trucks for
Kobe, Osaka and Nagoya were fabricated as well.
We did not ride the entire line on this visit, but decided instead to try to get in the other streetcar operation in the conurbation,
the Tokyu Railway’s Setagaya line. We duly rode JR from Otsuka to Shibuya, a major interchange point between JR, 3
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subway lines and two interurbans. (Tokyo’s first subway line, the 1927-built standard-gauge, third rail-operated Eidan Ginza
route, reached Shibuya in 1938, where it terminates above ground.)
We rode a Tokyu interurban car for 2 stops to Sangen-Jaya, and then came up to the surface to transfer to the streetcar.
This was Phil’s first ride on the line and we paused at a way station for photos and videos. Like the Arakawa, this 4’-6”
operation also has high platforms and uses PAYL fare collection. It is about 3 1/2 miles long and reminds me of Stockholm’s
Alvik-Nockeby line, as well as portions of Philadelphia’s Red Arrow system. The rolling stock consists of a fleet of 6-axle
articulated high-floor cars, each one painted in a different pastel color. Naturally they’re built by Tokyu, the line’s owner. We
then continued on to the terminal at Shimo-Takaido, and rode a connecting Keio interurban train back to Tokyo’s Shinjuku
station. Our train ended its run at the Keio’s 3-track terminal, but others on the line run reciprocally through the Toei
Shinjuku subway line.
We had a bit of housekeeping to do, specifically to obtain our Hakone Free Passes for the following day. Thus we visited the
Odakyu “Sightseeing” agency, which is located on the opposite side of the complex with respect to the Keio’s facilities and its
competing department store. I had emailed the Odakyu interurban company asking for a reservation for the front seats in
one of their luxury “Romance” trains for our return to Tokyo from the Hakone circle trip (to be described later). All was in
order and they accepted our credit cards for the tickets. Phil was running short of Japanese currency and wanted to find an
international ATM machine that would accept one of his cards. He successfully accomplished that at a nearby Post Office,
resolving that issue. Finally, we rode the Toei Oedo line from Shinjuku back to Shiodome and returned to our hotel rooms.
The ladies had already come back and after resting we ate at a Yakinikku restaurant on the 46th floor of the Caretta Tower in
the Shiodome complex. We enjoyed a beautiful view and cooked the food ourselves at the table, Korean style.
Photos – A day of sightseeing and streetcar riding in Japan’s capital area.
•
•
•

26: The Imperial Palace is mostly hidden behind landscaping, relatively out of sight of the hordes of visitors to the park
surrounding it. Only twice a year is the public allowed to approach the residence of the emperor and empress. This
photo was taken with a zoom lens set for 200 mm.
29: Some of the fountains across the street from the park containing the Imperial Palace and its gardens.
00: No. 5501, Tokyo’s only PCC car, resides at the “Memorial Square” museum, adjacent to the Arakawa line
carhouse. The foot control car is open for inspection and contains a large number of photos of bygone streetcar
operations in Tokyo.
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36: No. 7516, one of a series of 20 cars built in 1962 by Niigata in a shared order with Nippon Sharyo. These cars
were recently retired as new equipment for the 71⁄2-mile line continues to be delivered. Note the ramp leading to a
high-level platform.
35: The bulk of service on the 4’6”-gauge Arakawa line is provided by the 7000s, a split order of 31 cars built in 1955
by Nippon Sharyo and Hitachi. In 1977 they were rehabilitated and received new bodies.
11: The 8500s date from the early 1990s, but there are only a handful of them. They’re only slightly more graceful
than the boxy 7000s.
02: The new 8800-series features a brand new paint scheme, setting them apart in the minds of the riders from the
traditional cars. Delivery of the new rolling stock began in 2009.
13: The 9000-series cars are an attempt to provide an old-time flavor to the Arakawa. The two “Retro” units were built
in 2007 and have modern propulsion systems. Note the JR commuter train in the Otsuka station above.
16: The Setagaya line runs just outside of Tokyo. It dates from 1925 and is entirely on prw. It reminds me a bit of Red
Arrow, although it is quite a bit shorter. The cars are articulated and each one is painted in a different color.
19: The Setagaya line, which is equipped with high platforms and uses PAYL fare collection, is owned by Tokyu, so it
is not surprising that all its vehicles were manufactured by that company. The current fleet was built around 1999.
Location is Miyanosaka station, about halfway along the 3.5-mile route.
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