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Part 3 - Friday March 26 – Tokyo-Enoshima
We woke up to an overcast day, which was not unexpected, as the prediction for Friday was a mixture of clouds, sun and
rain. The hotel’s breakfast was excellent and soon we were ready for a day of sightseeing and train riding. We had spent a
great deal of time in Tokyo in 2005, so Clare had previously seen most of the tourist venues in the capital. We were coming
here mainly to show Sue Craig the city, as this would be her first visit (but the Craigs were not coming until this evening). I
spent a great deal of time on our earlier visit riding and photographing the subway system and I even got to many of the
interurban lines, although superficially for most. During those travels I rode the streetcar-like Enoden, a quaint electric
operation. In addition to serving commuters and local riders, the line is patronized by many tourists, as the towns of
Kamakura and Hase are home to many interesting shrines and temples. I wanted to ride it again, and I thought Clare would
especially like visiting the “Great Buddha” in Hase. So that was our plan.
The line is about 40 miles from Tokyo, so I planned to also enjoy the trip to Kamakura (getting there being half the fun). On
my previous visit I rode and photographed a number of different lines while following a convoluted (railfan) routing. Among
them were the Keihin Keikyu railway, the Shonan (hanging) monorail, the Odakyu railway and some interurbans and
subways in the Yokohama area. This time I created another ambitious routing to get us to the tourist attractions in the area,
in order to cover some lines I had not ridden before.
I used the UrbanRail.Net map of Tokyo and some maps I had purchased in Tokyo five years earlier to plan the journey. The
former shows which parts of the Tokyo subway are outdoors, allowing me to maximize photo opportunities even on that
portion of the itinerary. The route would include the Yurikamome New Transit line from Shiodome to Toyosu, where we
would transfer to the Yurakucho subway line for two stations to its Shin-Kita terminal. We would then change to the
independent Rinkai line, which runs partly above ground, and ride it to Tennozu, where we would transfer to the Haneda
Airport Monorail. We would ride that as far as Tenkubashi, 2 stops short of the airport terminal, and then board the Keihin
Keikyu railway at its Kamata station. We would travel on that interurban railway to Kanazawa-hakkei and then transfer to the
Kanazawa Seaside Line, another New Transit line, one I also missed last time. We would finish up on JR from Shin-sugita
to Kamakura, and decide what route to take back later.
After buying a ticket from Shiodome to Toyosu, we rode an escalator to the Yurikamome platform. The first outbound train
was packed and we decided we would not be comfortable riding it. Instead we boarded the next inbound train and when it
emptied out at Shimbashi one station later, we moved to the “motorman’s” seat. This is an automated rubber-tired line so we
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could sit and look out the front window for the entire ride. Like most airport people movers this line has enclosed station
platforms with elevator type doors. The train accelerated quickly and the ride was reasonably smooth, but not as good as
steel wheels on steel rails. This train was not too crowded and there were only a few ons and offs at way stations. It runs
via a series of artificial islands in Tokyo’s harbor, through an area which is undergoing development with high-rise office and
residential buildings alongside entertainment and recreation venues, including ball fields, playgrounds, theater/concert
stages and stadiums.* A great deal of the architecture is modernistic--some attractive and some not. The most interesting
part of the line is its operation over a cable-stayed highway bridge, where the line makes a 270-degree north-to-east loop on
steep gradients to join the structure; it later reverts to its previous direction. We stopped at a way station, where I
unsuccessfully tried to photograph through the glass enclosing the platforms. I did, however, get some good shots of
inbound trains from our front window.
We left the elevated structure at the Toyosu terminal, and upon reaching the street found a stairway leading to the
underground Yurakucho subway line. We rode only two stations to the Shin-Kiba terminal, where the line emerged through
a portal into hazy sunlight. Most of the day was overcast, but occasionally there were soft shadows. The subway line enters
its terminal parallel to the tracks (and corresponding station) of the Rinkai line. Our train consisted of new cars, but I
observed several other types of rolling stock in operation, as the narrow-gauge (3’-6”) Toden line enjoys reciprocal running
on its other end with both the Seibu and Tobu interurbans. This allowed me to take photos of several different types of cars.
The adjacent Rinkai line station is enclosed, with trains approaching it through a concrete-lined cut, making it somewhat
difficult to photograph. It is a third-sector operation with partial JR-East ownership, and all of the trains I saw were lettered
and painted for that company. I thought that many of its trains are through routed to and from the JR Saikyo line, a busy
railway that runs to Omiya via Shibuya, Shinjuku and Ikebukuru, some of JR’s busiest Tokyo area commuter stations, but
every one I saw was marked Osaki, where the line meets the JR. Most of the right-of-way is underground and the line
serves many of the same islands covered by the Yurikamome. Apparently the privately-owned New Transit line is profitable,
perhaps because it has a great deal of tourist and sightseeing traffic, as it is elevated and offers panoramic views of the
harbor. The Rinkai train we rode was virtually empty.
We did not ride to the end of the line, but alit 3 stations short, at Tennozu Isle, where we would transfer to the Tokyo
Monorail. The underground Rinkai station is not that close to the corresponding monorail stop, so we had to walk a few
blocks. In riding the Alweg-style straddling monorail toward Haneda Airport, we paused at an intermediate station for photos
and noted that three different service patterns are operated on the line, including one that makes no intermediate stops
between downtown Tokyo and the airport. The trains we rode were crowded, with lots of ons and offs, and standees were
distributed among those seated in the complex combination of longitudinal and transverse benches made necessary by the
technology. Only a limited amount of room is provided for luggage, at least on the locals. My mind couldn’t help equating
*

I couldn’t help thinking that in the U. S. builders of such developments might consider the availability of nearby mass transit to be a liability.
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the line with the monorails at Disney parks. It was built by Hitachi in 1964, just two years after Seattle’s. The technology
does not prevent it from running through tunnels, although space has to be devoted to the thick “rail.” Near its end the line
dips underground to serve a few stations and the two terminals.
The transfer between two underground stations at Tenkubashi was not as seamless as I hoped for, but soon we were
aboard an inbound Keihin Keikyu interurban train, operating from Haneda Airport to Tokyo. I didn’t make a note of whether
the train was going to end at the interurban company’s Shinagawa terminal or if was going to continue through the Toei
Asakusa subway line. The subway-like rolling stock with all longitudinal seats, similar to the Kesei train we used from Narita
Airport, deposited us at Keikyu-Kamata, the first station after the branch’s junction with the mainline. We didn’t stop for
slides, as I had taken quite a few of this interurban line in 2005. Interestingly, we came in at the outbound platform of the 4track station, which allowed us to make an across-the-platform transfer to an outbound mainline train rather than having to
cross over. I suspect this also allows passengers from the outer portion of the mainline to transfer to trains for the airport in
a similar, very user-friendly manner.
It had taken us longer to get here than I originally planned, so I suggested to Clare that we travel directly to Kamakura via
Yokohama rather than explore the Kanazawa Seaside Line. This allowed us additional sightseeing time at the expense of
leaving this “New Transit” line to a future visit. We transferred from a local to a limited train at Kawasaki and then to JR
easily at Yokohama, finally reaching Kita-Kamakura, one stop short of the main Kamakura station, just after 12 noon.
A five-minute walk brought us to Engaku-Ji, an ancient Zen-Buddhist national treasure with lovely shrines and temples,
whose grounds are covered with statuary. We had to climb 134 steps to reach the 8-foot high bell that dates from the 14th
century. After lunch in their outdoor tea room we walked to the Kamakura station, which took about 20 minutes, eventually
through a very crowded downtown area filled with shoppers.
Upon reaching the railroad station we found the platforms of the Enoden, the Enoshima Electric Railway, a cross between a
railway and a streetcar operation. Most of the 6-mile line is single, with passing tracks at almost all 13 of its intermediate
stations, allowing for a 15-minute headway. With a policy of purchasing new cars only periodically, and in small numbers,
the company maintains a large variety of equipment, dating as far back as 1927. With its mix of rolling stock and its
operation over a section of urban street track, it truly fits its self-anointed description of being a “retro-railway.” We rode the
first train 3 stops to Hase, the location of the Great Buddha, a major tourist attraction. Fares are collected in typical railroad
style, using magnetic tickets and barriers. I had visited the Buddha in 2005, so I didn’t accompany Clare, who walked to the
park that houses the huge statue, which dates from the 13th century and measures over 40 feet high. By now overcast skies
had replaced the hazy sunshine, but I walked along the street that parallels the right-of-way and took some photos anyway. I
had gotten plenty of slides in 2005, including views of the street running in Enoshima as well as the connecting Shonan
Monorail, so I rationalized this as an exercise to determine whether any new rolling stock had been added to the roster. I did
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not see any, but I couldn’t resist snapping photos anyway. Meeting Clare back at the station, we continued riding the line,
which is somewhat scenic, with only a roadway separating the right-of-way from the sea in certain places.
From the end of the line in Fujisawa (11 stations beyond Hase), we rode the green and yellow cars of JR’s Tokaido line back
to Shimbashi, a quick trip of only 45 minutes, and walked to our hotel, arriving a little after 16:30. We knew Phil and Sue
were going to arrive today, but called them only after we had rested and were ready to go out for dinner. Indeed they had
checked it. We ate at a Korean establishment in the same Restaurant Court we visited the night before. It was a good day.
Photos – An excursion from Tokyo to Enoshima.
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04: The view from Room 832 of the Villa Fontaine Hotel in the Shiodome complex. Each morning during our stay the
weather was misty and the sky dark, so the scene is a bit fuzzy. It shows a duck-billed Shinkansen 700-series train on
the standard gauge tracks. The narrow gauge tracks are further back while a rubber-tired Yurikamome train makes an
appearance in the left foreground .
06: A view from the center platform of the Shiodome station of the Yurikamome New Transit line. The line was built in
1995 and its rubber-tired trains are automated. The JR’s multi-track right-of-way heading for Shimbashi station
appears off to the right.
10: The Yurakucho line station at Shin-kiba. Due to reciprocal running, trains from two interurbans, the Tobu and the
Seibu railways, operate over the same tracks and also share this terminal platform. This photo shows the latest series
of rolling stock on the Tokyo subway (Toden), built by Hitachi starting in 2006.
11: A train of JR MU cars approaches the Rinkai line’s Shin-kiba terminal, adjacent to the facility shown in the
preceding photo. The cars are typical of JR rolling stock used in commuter service in the Tokyo area and were built
between 1985 and 1994.
13: A view of the Tokyo Monorail from Ryutusu Center station. The line was built by Hitachi for the 1964 Olympics and
is based on the Alweg design used for the Seattle monorail in 1962. The trains are not particularly fast, when
compared to conventional MUs or subway trains.
16: A JR Shonan-Shinjuku line train approaching Kita-Kamakura. Service on these tracks are also provided by
Yokosuka line trains, resulting in a 15-minute base headway. These 235-series cars were built by Kawasaki and
Tokyu, and have been a staple on JR East’s commuter services since 2000.
19: Two trains of the Enoshima Electric Railway (Enoden) are shown at the Kamakura terminal. The 1000- and 1500series date from the 1980s. Trains operate every 12 minutes on this mainly single-track railway.
22: This replica was built in 1997 for the 95th anniversary of the Enoden, to resemble one of the cars that inaugurated
service on the line in 1902. The “retro” unit is operating toward Kamakura and is shown just west of the Hase station,
near the Great Budha.
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